


The Adventures of Danny the Pinguin 
Danny was a little Pinguin who lived in a little shop in Ushuaia which is a little town 

on the very edge of what is called the Beagle Channel right at the very bottom end of 
Argentina; he was called a ‘Pinguin’ because that is what penguins are called in those 

parts. 

One day a big burly fellow called Richie came into the shop, and the moment Danny, who 
was sitting at the shop window, gazing out at the street, set eyes on him, he just knew 

that this big burly Aussie was going to be his friend for life.  Richie obviously had the 
same feeling, because he went straight up to the lady in the shop, and asked how much 

she would take to sell Danny to him.  The lady replied indignantly that Danny a very 
special Pinguin and he was not for sale, but Richie had set his heart on it, and eventually, 

after some very hard bargaining, Danny was able to join him, and hand in hand they 
marched triumphantly out of the shop.   

Danny was very happy as they walked 
down the street together, dodging the 
showers of cold sleety rain, because 

in Ushuaia it is so cold the whole year 
round that if it is not actually snowing, 
you get cold sleety rain instead. Richie 
told Danny that after some time, they 
would go and live in Australia where 
it is a lot warmer, and Danny would 

have a very special new friend there, a 
beautiful, intelligent and very chatty 

little girl who was called Elka. 

Now all the time he had lived in the 
shop, Danny had been dreaming of going on AN ADVENTURE, and what he really wanted 
to do was go to the SOUTH POLE.  One day Danny told Richie of his plan, and Richie said 
“No problem Danny, I can fix that in a jiffy”.  He took him to see another uncle who was 

called Dylo, but Danny decided to call him Duncle instead, as it was a sort of combination 
of Dylo and Uncle, and he liked that better. 

Now it so happened that Duncle had a friend who had a boat that often travelled to 
Antarctica, and Duncle said he could fix it, “No problem, too easy!”

And so, quite suddenly one day Danny found himself on a lovely little ice-breaker called 
‘The Polar Star’, heading down the Beagle Channel towards the Antarctic.

	  

The Adventures of Danny the Pinguin • PAGE 1  



The Adventures of Danny the Pinguin • PAGE 2  

Danny waved goodbye to his friends in Ushuaia, and went up to the bridge of the 
ship to see Captain Jack to discuss his plans.  Because he came from that area, 

Danny had a sort of built-in knowledge about where everything was, and he gave 
Captain Jack all sorts of useful advice about where to go and so 
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One of his special friends on the ship was The Ice Pilot who was a specialist at 
steering the ship through all the icebergs and pack ice that littered the way to the 

South Pole.
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One of the things that Danny really enjoyed was steering the Polar Star 

	  

	  

Another thing that Danny really wanted to do on his way to the South Pole was 
to get to know some of the other pinguins who lived there, as there were not very 

many Pinguins living in Ushuaia. 
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He tried talking to some pinguins called Gentoos, but found them very rude and 
stand-offish.  One of them was so rude he even squirted at Danny from his bottom, 

and Danny was VERY offended! 

	  

Then one day he met a lady Pinguin called Adele, which he thought was a nice 
name, and Adele was very chatty and gave him all sorts of very useful advice 

about his journey
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Another thing that Danny really wanted to do was to fly!  Many many years ago, 
someone told him, pinguins used to know how to fly, but over the years they had 
forgotten how to, and  so  instead they had to learn how to swim. Danny tried 

very hard to fly, but every time he took-off he landed on his head which gave him 
a very bad headache, and on his last take-off, Duncle was just in time to catch him 

before he had yet another crash landing - and a headache.

	  

One day the good ship The Polar Star finally reached Antarctica, where the South 
Pole was, and Danny set off bravely trudging through the snow for mile after mile, 

his little legs deep in the snow right up to his bottom. 
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Finally after many days of trudging, he got there, and he felt a wonderful feeling 
of achievement as he held on to the South Pole with its little red flag waving in 
the breeze.   Duncle took his photograph to show to all his friends and relations 
when he got home to Ushuaia and his special friend Elka when he finally reached 

Alstonville in Australia
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It was a long walk back 
to the ship, but it was all 

worthwhile when he got a 
lovely warm hug from his 
very good friend Maria, 
who was one of the nice 

ladies who worked on the 
ship, Duncle was VERY proud 

of him

	  

	  

	  

And so Little Elka, that is 
the story of your very own 
little Pinguin called Danny.  

I know he does not talk 
much about himself or his 

great adventure, but if you 
look very closely into his 

little beady eye, you can see 
a sparkle that tells you he 

really knows a thing or two.

And Uncle Richie and 
Captain Jack were too.




